BASINGSTOKE CENTRE REFURBISHMENT

To celebrate the refurbishment of the bar and dining room at the Masonic Centre
in Basingstoke a dinner was held on Friday 15" September 2006.

In proposing the toast to the Basingstoke Masonic Club, Deputy Provincial Grand
Master V. W Bro Michael Wilks congratulated all concerned with the
refurbishment. He also highlighted the value of such improvements to meet the
inclusive needs of Masonry involving family and friends in social activities.

W Bro Reg Smith, President of the Club, replied paying tribute to those whose
vision and application had initiated, managed and completed so successfully the
work in the Centre.

Chairman W Bro Ron Burroughs, who had overseen the project from its
inception, thanked the numerous individuals, lodges, chapters and other degrees
who had provided the necessary time, effort and money for this work to be done
during the previous two summers. The work to modernise the kitchen area
however, is still to be done and new furniture for the dining area to be purchased.



But as Bro Ron said, if each diner were to sponsor the chair they were sitting on,
they would soon all be replaced!!

In reference to the opening remarks by V- W Bro Michael Wilks, W Br Ron
expanded his views:-

“I firmly believe that the improvements we have made are vital to the success of
the Centre and indeed Masonry itself in Basingstoke.

“If Freemasonry is to survive in the 21%' Century, | believe we need to be more
active in promoting the benefits of our ancient institution, creating a better
understanding of Masonic aims and objectives. We need to be more positive in
embracing not just the whole family but also to friends and associates we
consider to be like minded people. To do that effectively we need to have a
facility where we can entertain them in comfortable surroundings with an element
of luxury, an environment we are proud of. Where better than within the confines
of our own Centre.

“I believe it is vital that Freemasonry survives, whether we like it or not, there is
no doubt that Britain is rapidly becoming a multi cultural society, In such a society
| believe Freemasonry will have an important role in demonstrating how peoples
of a differing nationality and cultural background can live and work together as
Brothers in mutual respect and harmony. It is paramount that we achieve this
otherwise the prospects for our children and grand children are to awful to
contemplate.

“That is what Freemasonry is all about.”

Among the guests were Assistant PGM W Bro Charles Kemp and his wife Tina
plus many of the wives of members who had been involved with the
refurbishment. Ron Burroughs paid a particular tribute to those wives whose
summer had been repeatedly disrupted by the repeated demands on husbands
for work on the Centre.

Basingstoke Masonic Hall was completed in 1926. The land cost £350 and the
building some £1800. In due course a new lounge and bar were added in 1981.
The bar was then re-sited and the lounge renovated in 2005 at a cost of £44,000.
Coinciding with the 80" anniversary of the Centre the dining room has now been
refurbished and integrated with the lounge at a cost of £42,000.

During its 80 year history Basingstoke Centre has received many distinguished
visitors. In 1984 the Most Worshipful Grand Master, HRH The Duke of Kent paid
an informal visit accompanied by the Provincial Grand Master and many other
distinguished guests.



Entertaining music and song provided a fitting end to a most successful evening
and one which will clearly take its place in the history of Basingstoke Masonic
Centre.



